IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND STUDENT CENTER
Rev. Marty Marks
Rev@godwithusilc.org

511 Russell Road
DeKalb, IL 60115

May 2, 2021
8 a.m. in person and FB live
10:30 a.m. Radio Service

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
In consideration of your fellow worshipers, please be sure to turn off your cell phone.

Theme for Worship: This morning we’ll explore the idea of John’s advice to “test the Spirits.” In
his Epistle he explains what we should be testing for in order to know that a “spirit” is from God.
Confessing Jesus, then making that confession expressed and lived out in love will guide the
process.
******************************
Pre-Service Music ♫
The Ringing of the Bells
Radio Welcome
Pastor Marty Welcome
Opening Hymn ♫ “O God, My Faithful God”
--LSB 696 vs. 1,2 & 4
1 O God, my faithful God,
True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is,
All perfect gifts bestowing:
Give me a healthy frame,
And may I have within
A conscience free from blame,
A soul unstained by sin.

2 Grant me the strength to do
With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command,
My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should
While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good,
For You must give success.

4 Lord, let me win my foes
With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends
For counsel and correction.
Help me, as You have taught,
To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might
To live in peace with all.
The Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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Confession and Absolution
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie

--LSB 152
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The Hymn of Praise: “This Is the Feast”

--LSB 155

1. Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
2. Power, riches, wisdom and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
3. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation.
4. Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
5. For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what You
have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this world our
hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Service of the Word
First Reading
Acts 8:26–40
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all
her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”
30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was
this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he
opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About
whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip
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opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.
36
And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and
they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed
through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
A This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The Epistle Reading
1 John 4:1–21
1
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does
not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming
and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for
he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world; therefore they
speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth
and the spirit of error. 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in
us and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he
has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the
Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he
in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us,
so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with
punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he first loved
us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this commandment we
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.
A This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Message

--Pastor Marty Marks
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Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

John 15:1–8

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear
more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me,
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be
my disciples.”
1

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Hymn of the Day ♫ “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”

--LSB 691

1 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing,
May we ripen and increase,
Fruit to life eternal growing,
Rich in love and joy and peace.

2 Laden branches freely bearing
Gifts the Giver loves to bless;
Here is fruit that grows by sharing,
Patience, kindness, gentleness.

3 Rooted deep in Christ our Master,
Christ our pattern and our goal,
Teach us, as the years fly faster,
Goodness, faith, and self-control.

4 Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending,
May we grow till harvests cease;
Till we taste, in life unending,
Heaven’s love and joy and peace.
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001197
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Sermon: “Testing the Spirits”
--Rev. Marty Marks
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things
visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit
of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again
with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. And I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
Offering/Announcements
Prayers of the Church
The Leader says prayers for specific and general concerns of God’s people, following each
petition with “Lord in your mercy” to which the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”
Service of the Sacrament
(The Lord’s Supper is celebrated in this service in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our
mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside
any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us. If you share this confession, we invite you to commune with us. If
you have doubts or questions concerning this confession of our faith community, we ask that you withhold participation until
receiving clarification or instruction from our pastor. The pastor will also offer a blessing to any unconfirmed children who
desire it. Special instruction about how to partake in the supper will be explained during the service in response to Covid-19
precautions.)

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
P Lift up your hearts,
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C And also with you.
C We lift them to the Lord.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound to praise
You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death,
and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene,
Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:
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Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His
body and His blood on the cross. Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together,
we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
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P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen

Agnus Dei

Distribution Hymns ♫
“Chief of Sinners Though I Be”

--LSB 611 vs. 1-4

1 Chief of sinners though I be,
Jesus shed His blood for me,
Died that I might live on high,
Lives that I might never die.
As the branch is to the vine,
I am His, and He is mine.

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love,
Higher than the heav’ns above,
Deeper than the depths of sea,
Lasting as eternity!
Love that found me—wondrous thought!
Found me when I sought Him not.

3 Only Jesus can impart
Balm to heal the wounded heart,
Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n,
Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n,
Faith and hope to walk with God
In the way that Enoch trod.

4 Chief of sinners though I be,
Christ is all in all to me;
All my wants to Him are known,
All my sorrows are His own.
He sustains the hidden life
Safe with Him from earthly strife.
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“I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”

--LSB 729

1 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation,
Great and free.
2 I am trusting Thee for pardon;
At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.
3 I am trusting Thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy
By Thy blood.
4 I am trusting Thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.
5 I am trusting Thee for power;
Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.
6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
And for all.
“Your Table I Approach”

--LSB 628

1 Your table I approach;
Dear Savior, hear my prayer.
Let not an unrepentant heart
Prove hurtful to me there.
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2 Lord, I confess my sins
And mourn their wretched bands;
A contrite heart is sure to find
Forgiveness at Your hands.
3 Your body and Your blood,
Once slain and shed for me,
Are taken at Your table, Lord,
In blest reality.
4 Search not how this takes place,
This wondrous mystery;
God can accomplish vastly more
Than what we think could be.
5 O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.
6 Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.
Benediction
Silent Prayers
Postlude
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TODAY’S PARTICIPANTS – May 2, 2021
Altar Guild: Carolyn McQuillan & Jackie Hanson
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
C-J Motisi, pianist, vocalist
Musicians/Vocalists
Angela Pringnitz, Spiritwind
Don Haeseker, vocalist
coordinator
Acolyte
--Heather Allen
Lay Reader
Cindy Kozumplik
Dan Lohmeier
Preacher
Rev. Marty Marks
Children’s Message
Rev. Marty Marks
Radio Narrator
Chris Ewald
--Sound Operator
Doug Nelson
Doug Nelson
Slide Operator
Doug Nelson
Doug Nelson
Videographer
Ted Stone
Kevin & Jackson Harms
Usher
Dan Lohmeier

THE WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON WLBK 1360.
Altar Flowers: “In celebration and praise to God for Raegan Tiggelaar’s 27th birthday,”
by her family.
Radio Broadcast: “In loving memory of William Deschler,” by his wife, Helen; son, Thomas,
and daughter-in-law Dee & children
TO BE A SPONSOR: Contact the office to reserve a date.
Cost: $45 Flowers.
$225 One-hour radio broadcast of the church service; $125 Half-sponsorships are also available. Make
your check out to Immanuel, with a notation on the memo line saying, “flowers,” or “radio.” These
checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.
OPEN FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS: June 6; July 4,18, 25; August 1,22,29; September 19,26.
OPEN RADIO SPONSORSHIPS: June 6; July 4,25; August 8,29, September 5,26; October 31.
******************************
Rev. Marty Marks, Pastor 815-501-3951; rev@godwithusilc.org
Linda Conrad, Angela Pringnitz, Music Coordination
C-J Motisi, Adult Choir Director, LCMS certified Lay Minister cj.cmsc@gmail.com 630-664-8005
Carolyn Panozzo, Pre-School Director, 815-756-6669 (o); LittleLambs@godwithusilc.org
Darlene Hillman, Office Manager, 815-756-6669; office@godwithusilc.org
Carla Siddall, secretary, carlas@immanueldekalb.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday (when LL is in session) 8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
CHURCH PHONE: 815-756-6669; 756-6675; Fax: 815-756-9585
OFFICE E-MAIL: office@godwithusilc.org
CHURCH WEBSITE: www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com
LITTLE LAMBS WEBSITE: littlelambsdekalb.com
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