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THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
Theme for Worship: This morning we move from celebrating the birth of Jesus to contemplating what
the “spirit of Christmas” is. We’ll use the 3rd chapter of Paul’s letter to the Colossians to guide our
thoughts this morning.
******************************
The Ringing of the Bells
♫ Pre-Service Music
Welcome
♫ Opening Hymn: “Once In Royal David’s City”
---LSB #376
1 Once in royal David’s city
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
And He feels for all our sadness,
Where a mother laid her baby
And He shares in all our gladness.
In a manger for His bed:
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Mary was that mother mild,
Through His own redeeming love;
Jesus Christ her little child.
For that child so dear and gentle
2 He came down to earth from heaven,
Is our Lord in heav’n above;
Who is God and Lord of all,
And He leads His children on
And His shelter was a stable,
To the place where He is gone.
And His cradle was a stall;
5 Not in that poor, lowly stable
With the poor and mean and lowly
With the oxen standing by
Lived on earth our Savior holy.
Shall we see Him, but in heaven,
3 For He is our childhood’s pattern,
Set at God’s right hand on high.
Day by day like us He grew;
Then like stars His children, crowned,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
All in white, His praise will sound
Text: Public domain

The Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Absolution
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie

--LSB 152
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The Hymn of Praise: Gloria in Excelsis (sung)
--LSB 154
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.
C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:
You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Collect of The Day
P Let us pray
C O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of
Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be
alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Service of The Word
The Old Testament Lesson
Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15
1
The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to
open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.” 3Then Moses said
to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .11“When the LORD
brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it
to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your
animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with
a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your
sons you shall redeem. 14And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’
you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to
the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God
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The Epistle Lesson
Colossians 3:12–17
12
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another,
forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these
put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule
in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
P This is the Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The Children’s Message
Alleluia and Verse

--Pastor Marty

Holy Gospel

Luke 2:22–40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.

22

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in
his arms and blessed God and said,29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace,according to your word;30for my eyes have seen your salvation 31that you have prepared in
the presence of all peoples,32a light for revelation to the Gentiles,and for glory to your people
Israel.”
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33

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.34And Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of
many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a prophetess, Anna,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she was eightyfour. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.
38
And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all
who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And when they had performed everything
according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon
him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord
♫ Sermon Hymn: “All My Heart Again Rejoices”
1 All my heart again rejoices
As I hear Far and near
Sweetest angel voices.
“Christ is born!” their choirs are
singing
Till the air Ev’rywhere
Now with joy is ringing.

---LSB #360
4 See the Lamb, our sin once taking
To the cross, Suff’ring loss,
Full atonement making.
For our life His own He tenders,
And His grace All our race
Fit for glory renders.
5 Softly from His lowly manger
Jesus calls One and all,
“You are safe from danger.
Children, from the sins that grieve you
You are freed; All you need
I will surely give you.”

2 Hear! The Conqueror has spoken:
“Now the foe, Sin and woe,
Death and hell are broken!”
God is man, man to deliver,
And the Son Now is one
With our blood forever.

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness!
One and all,
Great and small,
Come with songs of gladness.
We shall live with Him forever
There on high In that joy
Which will vanish never.

3 Should we fear our God’s displeasure,
Who, to save, Freely gave
His most precious treasure?
To redeem us He has given
His own Son From the throne
Of His might in heaven.
Text: Public domain

Sermon “The Spirit of Christmas”

--Rev. Marty Marks
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Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering
(An offering plate is available in the narthex; plates will not be passed during the worship service. Immanuel
now has the ability to accept offerings through online giving. Families can easily give one-time or set up as
recurring gifts. Simply make a secure donation via electronic check by visiting www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com. If
you choose to set up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your own online donor account to
manage your gifts.)

Announcements
Prayers of the Church
The Leader says prayers for specific and general concerns of God’s people, following each petition with “Lord
in your mercy” to which the congregation responds with “Hear our prayer.”

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
♫ Closing Hymn: “Away in a Manger”
1 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

---LSB #364

2 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
Text: Public domain

The Benediction
Silent Prayers
Postlude
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Musicians/ Vocalist
Acolyte
Lay Reader
Radio Narrator
Videographer/Sound
Slide Operator
Ushers
Childrens Message

9:00 a.m.
Linda Conrad; organist
C-J Motisi; pianist,vocalist
Chloe Marks
Shannon Coulombe
Chris Ewald
Doug Nelson
Mark Misic
Dan Hoffman, Ethan Hoffman, Jacob Cook, Ann
Nelson, Danika Nelson, Cody Allen
Pastor Marty

THE WORSHIP SERVICE IS BROADCAST EACH SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. ON WLBK 1360.
Altar Flowers: “In honor of Hunter Tiggelaar’s 24th Birthday,” by his family
Radio Broadcast: “To the glory of God for his many blessings in 2021” by the Tiggelaar Family
TO BE A SPONSOR: Contact the office to reserve a date.
Cost: $45 Flowers.
$225 One-hour radio broadcast of the church service; $125 Half-sponsorships are also available.
Make your check out to Immanuel, with a notation on the memo line saying, “flowers,” or “radio.”
These checks may be placed in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.
OPEN FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS: January 9; February 6, 13; March 6 & 13; April 3
OPEN RADIO SPONSORSHIPS: January 16 & 23; March 20 & 27; April 3 & 24
******************************
Rev. Marty Marks, Pastor 815-501-3951; rev@godwithusilc.org
Linda Conrad, Angela Pringnitz, Music Coordination
C-J Motisi, Adult Choir Director, LCMS certified Lay Minister cj.cmsc@gmail.com 630-664-8005
Katie Martinez, Pre-School Director, 815-756-6669 (o); Katiem@ImmanuelDeKalb.com
Darlene Hillman, Office Manager, 815-756-6669; office@godwithusilc.org
Alma Sanchez, Office Assistant, 815-756-6669; Almas@ImmanuelDeKalb.com
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Monday – Thursday: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday (when LL is in session) 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon
CHURCH PHONE: 815-756-6669; 756-6675; Fax: 815-756-9585
OFFICE E-MAIL: office@godwithusilc.org
CHURCH WEBSITE: www.ImmanuelDeKalb.com
LITTLE LAMBS WEBSITE: www.littlelambsdekalb.com
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